
 

 

RUSA Agenda December 3rd, 2020 

7:30 PM @ Zoom (password: “rusa”) 

1. Call to Order  

2. Approval of Agenda/Agree to Record 

3. Approval of Prior Meeting’s Minutes 

4. Consent Agenda 

a. Adopting the Pass/No Credit Report 

b. Adopting the RUSA Recovery Fund Report 

c. Adopting the Report on Condition of Pharmacies at Rutgers–New Brunswick 

5. Officer Updates 

6. Legislation Part I (click on bill to skip to page) 

a. Bill to Approve the Spring 2021 Allocations 

7. Presentation 

a. Report on the New Jersey Justice System (Presentation) 

8. Legislation Part II 

a. Bill to Sanction the Creation of a Mandatory Bystander Intervention Training 

Program for RUSA Allocations Funded Organizations 

b. Bill to Sanction the Creation of a Monthly RUSA Newsletter 

9. External Representative Report 

10. Public Sector 

11. Adjournment 

  

https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/92775686279?pwd=b1h0UnY1bzhnbkJRSmxic3ppNU9Jdz09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E6GHXdQ7uKt-wnyUGTvFLh_OJ9UPo8yEEfYWUOTaxXA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IekdHM5xPSve8VBMyA8WnrKrmttZJ2WH/view?usp=sharing
http://tinyurl.com/rrfreport1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DGGWCKUFmyoLkZqndV4m8psyGJyKSvWF/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JhkZH5sEG28dBPqSSBTFThDWBgJu4XN8ote-lOzr8LA/edit?usp=sharing
https://rusa.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/users/user15/Report%20on%20the%20New%20Jersey%20Justice%20System.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oarGzKjLyRXwTwuF74VwOx4N6U3uYpyElIQ1j98LJyA/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

RUSA Bill F20 - 10 

Authors: Madhu Sivaraj, Allocations Chair; Adnan Akbar, Allocations Treasurer 

Sponsors: Executive Committee, Allocations Board 

 Bill to Approve the Spring 2021 Allocations 
 

Whereas, the Rutgers University Student Assembly (RUSA) is dedicated to providing a means 

for and promoting student involvement and awareness within the University and the community 

at large; and 

Whereas, the RUSA Allocations Board is responsible for the allocation of funds to registered 

Rutgers University Student Organizations as well as various registered events on an as needed 

basis; with a goal to promote and support diversity of programming made available to all Rutgers 

University Students through the fair and efficient use of the student activity fee; and  

Whereas, the goal of the RUSA Allocations Board is to promote and support diversity of 

programming made available to all Rutgers University Students through the fair and efficient use 

of the student activity fee; and  

Whereas, the Spring 2021 Budget Requests for recognized RUSA organizations for the 

2020-2021 academic year were due on Saturday, October 31st, 2020 for budget submissions; and 

Whereas, recognized RUSA organizations were required to submit proposed budget applications 

for a virtual Spring 2021 semester in order to be able to receive event and organization 

maintenance funding regardless of the operating status of the university; and 



 

Whereas, on Monday, November 9th, 2020, the RUSA Allocations Board met from 7:00 PM to 

9:00 PM, Friday, November 13th, 2020 from 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM, and Saturday, November 

14th, 2020 from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM to decide the allocation of  $268,023.79 to 280 

organizations of the Rutgers University ⎯ New Brunswick/Piscataway Campus; and 

Whereas, in order for groups and organizations to effectively program events, the RUSA 

Constitution Art. VI requires the approval of the RUSA body of the Spring 2021 allocations for 

the groups listed in the spreadsheet attached; therefore 

Be it Hereby Enacted, that RUSA approves the Spring 2021 allocations for those registered 

student groups that applied by the due dates; and   

Be it Hereby Resolved, that RUSA approves the allocation of a total of $268,023.79 to 280 

registered student groups and organizations at Rutgers University ⎯ New Brunswick/Piscataway 

Campus using the Student Activities Fee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

RUSA Bill F20-15 

Author(s): Jay Virani, Sexual Violence Education Chair & SAS Senator-at-Large  

Sponsor(s): Sexual Violence Education Comittee  

 
 Bill to Sanction the Creation of a Mandatory Bystander Intervention Training 

Program for RUSA Allocations Funded Organizations 

Whereas, the Rutgers-New Brunswick Office of Student Affairs Compliance & Title IX (“the 

Title IX Office”) has received 225 reports of Sexual Assault or non-consensual sexual contact, 

Sexual Harassment, Gender-based Harassment, Sexual Exploitation, Sexual Intimidation, 

Relationship Violence, Stalking, Retaliation, or a combination of these in the 2019-2020 

academic year;1 

Whereas, the number of reports to the Title IX Office has increased every academic year since 

2017;2 

Whereas, a study done by McMahon et al. on the effectiveness of bystander programs on college 

campuses provides evidence showing “the use of bystander programs on a college or university 

setting… [increases] pro-social behaviors to address situations involving sexual violence”;3 

Whereas, research indicates that in the United States, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 6 men will 

experience sexual violence in their lifetime;4 

Whereas, research indicates that in the United States, 49.5% of multiracial women and over 45% 

of American Indian/Alaskan Native women will experience sexual violence in their lifetime,5 

1http://compliance.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2020/07/SA_Comp_Title_IX_Stats_at_a_Glance_7-2020
.pdf 
2http://compliance.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2020/07/SA_Comp_Title_IX_Stats_at_a_Glance_7-2020
.pdf 
3 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10464-015-9740-0#Sec15 
4 https://www.nsvrc.org/statistics  
5 https://www.nsvrc.org/statistics  



 

Whereas, research indicates that in the United States, 44% of lesbian women and 61% of 

bisexual women will experience sexual violence in their lifetime;6 

Whereas, research indicates that in the United States, 26% of gay men and 37% of bisexual men 

will experience sexual violence in their lifetime;7 

Whereas, research indicates that in the United States, 47% of transgender people will experience 

sexual violence in their lifetime;8 

Whereas, research indicates that in the United States, 65% of transgender American Indians, 

59% of transgender multiracial people, 58% of transgender Middle Eastern people, and 53% of 

transgender Black people will experience sexual violence in their lifetime;9 

Whereas, research indicates a strong relationship between sexual assault and poor academic 

performance – sexual assault survivors suffer academically as a result of their assault;10 

Whereas, the Constitution notes that “the Allocations Board shall have the authority to oversee 

the usage of all student activities fee money”, giving the Assembly control over student fees 

through the Allocations Board;11 

Be it hereby resolved, the Sexual Violence Education Comittee is charged with working with the 

Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance (“VPVA”) to create a Bystander 

Intervention Training (“BIT”) program for all RUSA Allocations funded organizations; 

Be it hereby resolved, BIT will be held for clubs funded by the Allocations Board and junior 

funding bodies, as recognized by the Assembly, once per academic year; 

6 https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community  
7 https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community  
8 https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community  
9 https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community  
10 https://psychology.as.uky.edu/sexual-assault-can-inhibit-student-success  
11 Article VI Section 1 Paragraph 1 of the RUSA Constitution 



 

Be it hereby resolved, funding may be approved for organizations before BIT but organizations 

will not receive those funds until at least 2 executive board members of each respective 

organizations have attended BIT; 

Be it further resolved, BIT will utilize a peer-to-peer education system in which members of the 

student body can volunteer to receive training directed by VPVA to teach BIT; 

Be it further resolved, training for students volunteering to teach BIT will take place the spring 

semester before the semester they will teach BIT; 

Be it further resolved, students volunteering to go through training must attend mandatory 

sessions of length and content at the discretion of VPVA at given dates during the spring 

semester no later than the first day of the spring recess; 

Be it further resolved, students volunteering for training must also attend a short refresher 

session the week before BIT for the academic year of length and content at the discretion of 

VPVA; 

Be it further resolved, training sessions and refresher sessions will take place on a date agreed 

upon by both the RUSA Executive Board and VPVA; 

Be it further resolved, BIT will be given within the first month of the academic year at a date 

decided by the RUSA Executive Board and RUSA Allocations Board  



 

 

 

 
RUSA Bill F20-13 
Author: Nina Gohel, Public Relations Chair & SAS Senator-at-Large, Sebastian Chiaramonte,           

Student Affairs Chair & Off-Campus Representative;  
Sponsors: Public Relations Committee, Legislative Affairs Committee, Student Affairs         

Committee, Academic Affairs Committee, University Affairs Committee, Internal Affairs         
Committee, Health & Wellness Committee, Sexual Violence Education Committee 

 
 Bill to Sanction the Creation of a Monthly RUSA Newsletter  

 

Whereas, the vast majority of students are unaware of RUSA activities, a problem that has been                

exacerbated by a lack of physical community engagement; 

Whereas, a primary concern of the Assembly is transparency, with a commitment to “bridging              

communities to establish productive lines of communication” 12; 

Whereas, a coordinated monthly newsletter would allow RUSA to best convey pertinent            

information to the student body and university as a whole; 

Be it hereby resolved, the Public Relations Committee is charged with organizing and creating a               

monthly newsletter pertaining to the Assembly and the work that it is doing; 

Be it hereby resolved, all matters pertaining to the format, content, and construction of the               

newsletter are up to the discretion of the Public Relations Committee; 

12 RUSA Website: https://rusa.rutgers.edu/ 
 

https://rusa.rutgers.edu/


 

Be it further resolved, any elected or appointed member of the Assembly can submit written               

pieces before the second Friday of every month to the Public Relations Committee to be               

considered for the newsletter; 

Be it further resolved, that the newsletter shall function as follows: 

A. The Public Relations Committee Chair shall appoint a member to be tasked with             

gathering updates and coordinating between all committees;  

B. Each Committee Chair shall appoint a representative to write and provide, or may             

themselves write and provide, updates on behalf of their committee to the Public             

Relations Committee; 

C. In a case in which there are no updates for a committee, the Committee Chair or                

appointed representative should relay this information to the delegate for the Public            

Relations Committee; 

D. All updates must be provided to the Public Relations Committee upon the second Friday              

of every month, at which point the committee will assemble and design the newsletter; 

E. The Public Relations shall finish constructing and distribute the newsletter on or before             

the third Friday of every month;  

Be it further resolved, the RUSA President will be tasked to provide a monthly              

brief/introduction to newsletter before the second Friday of every month; 

Be it further resolved, that at the discretion of the Public Relations Committee, departments or               

ad-hoc committees created by the RUSA President or the Assembly will also be tasked to write                

and provide updates for the newsletter; 

Be it further resolved, that the newsletter shall be released via email by the Public Relations                

Committee to the entire student body on the third Friday of every month, with the option to                 

opt-out at any point; 



 

Be it further resolved, that the Public Relations Committee shall include a link to subscribe to                

the RUSA public list in each edition of the newsletter; 

Be it further resolved, that the inaugural newsletter be furnished by the Public Relations              

Committee for the month of February 2021; 

Be it finally resolved, that all editions of the newsletters shall be uploaded to the official RUSA                 

website in order to maintain and encourage transparent, effective lines of communication. 


