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RUSA Elections Committee 
The Elections Committee is tasked with administering the Fall Elections based off of RUSA              
authoritative documents, including the Standing Rules and Elections Code, and enforce said rules             
of the elections. The Fall Elections Committee was chaired by 2019-2020 IA Chair Ryed Jadun,               
and the committee formed included four members: 2018-2019 IA Chair and 2018 Fall Elections              
Chair - Alex Anderson; Pharmacy Governing Council member - Brian Ding; Fall Elections             
Committee Member - Cass Sicherer; and Senate Student Affairs Co-Chair (and self-proclaimed            
Friendship Czar) - Oluwatobi Omotoso. As is generally the case with elections, RUSA             
President Jhanvi Verani had a search committee pick out the members of the Elections              
Committee with recommendations from the Fall Elections Chair. 
 
The Elections Appeals Committee is tasked with interpreting the Elections Code and ruling on              
Appeals. The same process for selecting members of the Elections Appeals Committee was             
followed, except with recommendations from the Appeals Chair, RUSA Parliamentarian          
Nicholas Tharney, taken into account as well. The members of the Appeals Committee were:              
Big Ten Liaison - Marc Younker; and Engineering Governing Council Member - Kaaviya             
Krishna Kumar. 
 
 

Elections Committee Resolutions and Initiatives 

 
Temporary Resolution 1 
Temporary Resolution 1 was a document created to establish a plan of action and timeline for the                 
Fall 2019 Elections. The link in this section provides this document in its entirety. 
 
Resolution 1 Fall 2019 Elections 
 
Meetings 
The Fall Elections Committee had a single meeting call on 8/18, where the topics of Elections                
Code, committee responsibilities, and timeline came up. Besides that preliminary meeting, all            
conversations and decisions were made through a Groupme chat and private messages. The link              
in this section provides all of the Meeting Minutes. 
 
FEC 8/18 Meeting Minutes 
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Fall Election Information Sessions 
Four Information Sessions with the goal of having as many Fall Elections Committee members              
as possible show up to as varied locations throughout the campuses as possible. 
 

Set Up 
Slides were used to present relevant information to candidates and chips and water were              
provided as refreshments. Rooms were selected by the advisor Laura, and were chosen to              
be in the most visible places possible. The slides can be found here. 
 
Slides were updated after each session to provide relevant information, namely to get rid              
of passed dates, to update the number of positions available after individuals dropped out,              
and to amend misinformation - such as that provided on one of the Senator slides (it was                 
stated Senators do not have to be a part of general RUSA committees, however this is not                 
the case). 

 
Attendance 
9/9 (8:30-9:30pm) BSC 120BC → 3 attendees (4 FEC Members) 
 
9/10 (8:00-9:00pm) CASC 109 → 16 attendees (3 FEC Members) 
 
9/17 (8:00-9:00pm) LSC CLC → 5 attendees (2 FEC Members) 
 
9/18 (8:00-9:00pm) DSC NJC Lounge → 2 attendees (2 FEC Members) 
 

Tabling Sessions 
Tabling Sessions were set up to spread info about the elections, and they brought in 68 votes                 
according to the ballot poll. These sessions were initially completely voluntary, but due to the               
lack of tabling, they were made able to replace office hours for that week, and students were                 
added in by the advisor in place of their office hours based off of their list of availabilities. As                   
such, some locations/times were switched around due to students not knowing and having things              
come up at the times they were put in. The edited times can be found here. 
 
Declaration Of Intent (DOI) 
The DOI was intended to open on 9/10 at 10am, however due to it not being published, it                  
actually opened the next day, as soon as the issue was found. The DOI asked for Name, Class                  
Year, Residing Campus, School, Cumulative GPA, Cell Phone, Email, Ticket Name, Personal            
Statement, Affirmation of Elections Code, and T-Shirt Size. The DOI can be found in Appendix               
A. 
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Voting Period 
The Voting Period was meant to open on September 30th at 12:00am and close on October 2nd                 
at 11:59pm. However, the form opened 18 minutes late, and had to be closed 10 minutes into its                  
opening due to some issues, and the closing date was extended to October 3rd at midnight due to                  
Rosh Hashanah conflicting on two of the days during the voting period. The Ballot is provided in                 
Appendix B. 
 

Issues 
The Ballot had a number of mistakes upon the initial time of publication. The first issue                
came when the actual ballot was not published after completion, so the time it opened               
was 18 minutes late. On top of this, it was noted 10 minutes after the form actually                 
opened that there were a small number of mistakes. The candidate Nikita Shankar had the               
wrong ticket name listed, which was promptly fixed from being “Rutgers United” to             
“Rutgers Rise”. Vahini Shori was left off of the ballot since she had submitted the DOI                
late, but since the Chair decided that she could be added in so long as an appeals was                  
made later for the Appeals Committee to decide on, she was added at that point. On top                 
of this, 2023 reps Nina Gohil and Ameel Jani did not have their tickets listed, so that too                  
was added. They were all fixed within the first 10 minutes of voting opening. 

 
Extension 
An extension of 24 hours voting time was made to the voting period due to Rosh                
Hashanah conflicting with the majority of the originally set voting period. This was             
decided by the committee and relayed to all candidates and to all RUSA members on               
October 2nd at around 5pm. This also allowed an email to be sent by the secretary of                 
RUSA urging all students to vote since there is only a day left. 

 

Appeals Filed 
The Chair of the Elections Committee filed an appeal against senator candidate Vahini Shori due               
to her having not submitted the DOI form in time. Please read the Elections Appeals Committee                
Report for more information on this and other appeals. The report can be found here:  
 
 

The Fall 2019 Elections 
 
Elections Results 
 

Fall 2019 Election Report          6 



Preliminary results are linked here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V4_Ba3J6G-hMDk0Ds7mJMXTJo-LVRAahU3mlcoGFo
FM/edit?usp=sharing 
 
Final results are linked here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CbKkwTJdx03NcqO1Ve6yzX6mv1NzkAlG0Oi7sSa_RX
c/edit?usp=sharing 
 

All Candidates (In Last Name Alphabetical Order) 
1. Saman Aamer 
2. Mahmoud Ajaj 
3. Declan Alvidrez 
4. Ase Awari 
5. Evan Bregenzer 
6. Cooper Brennan 
7. Matt Brower 
8. Brian Dan-Ding 
9. Karen Desai 
10. Arielle Dubling 
11. Laura Esteban 
12. Steven Ferrales 
13. Eric Fuertes 
14. Joseph Gambino 
15. Nina Gohel 
16. Zachary Goldman 
17. Brandon Goldstein 
18. Joseph Holdom 
19. Shaun Hsueh 
20. Genesis Isuiza 
21. Ameel Jani 
22. Emily Kane 
23. Natasha Kanitkar 
24. Subhadha Kartik 
25. Jessica Kim 
26. Melanie Kravchenko 
27. Ana Leah Long 
28. Riya Malhotra 
29. Varshika Mandalapu 
30. Sami Marshak 
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31. Matt Mastrolia 
32. Smitha Mukesh 
33. Rahul Nandakumar 
34. Nirva Patel 
35. Javier Perez 
36. Sharfaa Sabir 
37. Nikita Shankar 
38. Adham Sheira 
39. Vahini Shori 
40. Zayaan Syed 
41. Afaf Tahir 
42. David Aaron Tan 
43. Sean Tonra 
44. Alyssa Vanveldhuisen 
45. Zunaira Wasim 
46. Tiana Youngblood 

 
Elected Candidates 

1. Saman Aamer (Off-Campus At-Large Rep) 
2. Declan Alvidrez (Off-Campus At-Large Rep) 
3. Ase Awari (Cook At-Large Rep) 
4. Evan Bregenzer (Busch At-Large Rep) 
5. Brian Dan-Ding (College Ave At-Large Rep) 
6. Karan Desai (Livingston At-Large Rep) 
7. Arielle Dublin (Douglass At-Large Rep) 
8. Laura Esteban (College Ave At-Large Rep) 
9. Steven Ferrales (Livingston At-Large Rep) 
10. Eric Fuertes (Off-Campus At-Large Rep) 
11. Joseph Gambino (Off-Campus At-Large Rep) 
12. Nina Gohel (College Ave 2023 Rep) 
13. Joseph Holdom (College Ave At-Large Rep) 
14. Shaun Hsueh (Cook 2023 Rep) 
15. Genesis Isuiza (Douglass At-Large Rep) 
16. Ameel Jani (Busch 2023 Rep) 
17. Emily Kane (SAS Senator At-Large) 
18. Natasha Kanitkar (Livingston At-Large Rep) 
19. Subhadha Kartik (SAS Senator At-Large) 
20. Jessica Kim (College Ave At-Large Rep) 
21. Melanie Kravchenko (Busch At-Large Rep) 
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22. Riya Malhotra (Livingston 2023 Rep) 
23. Varshipa Mandalapu (SAS Senator At-Large) 
24. Sami Marshak (College Ave At-Large Rep) 
25. Matt Mastrolia (Douglass At-Large Rep) 
26. Rahul Nandakumar (Livingston At-Large Rep) 
27. Javier Perez (Busch At-Large Rep) 
28. Sharfaa Sabir (Off-Campus At-Large Rep) 
29. Nikita Shankar (SAS Senator At-Large) 
30. Adham Sheira (College Ave At-Large Rep) 
31. Zayaan Syed (Douglass 2023 Rep) 
32. Afaf Tahir (Douglass At-Large Rep) 
33. David Aaron Tan (Livingston At-Large Rep) 
34. Sean Tonra (Douglass At-Large Rep) 
35. Alyssa Vanveldhuisen (Off-Campus At-Large Rep) 
36. Zunaira Wasim (Busch At-Large Rep) 
37. Tiana Youngblood (Busch At-Large Rep) 

 
Personal Statements 
Linked are all of the personal statements given by the candidates: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Eqkb0OWlXhLBoODNtAVj6aajukJG2cwH5yROFG4Ea
No/edit?usp=sharing 
 
Elections Appeals 
Please see the linked Elections Appeals Committee Report for all information on the appeals this               
elections cycle: 
 
 
Elections Certification and Swearing-In Ceremony 
On Thursday October 10th at 12pm the Election Results were finalized, which is later than 
expected due to required appeals delays. Also, on the same day, the swearing in ceremony 
proceeded at 8pm. 
 
Referendum 
The Resolution for the Referendum focused on the allocation of RUSA senators, and asked to               
change it from campus and at-large positions to solely at large. Linked is the Resolution in                
question: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vaX24SON1lCqaK3bF2-SFh6ThKiLo9NtUii7_k09F-I/edi
t?usp=sharing 
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Timeline of Fall Elections 
 
Information Sessions: 
 
Monday September 9, 2019  (8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.) @ Busch Student Center Room 120 BC 
 
Tuesday September 10, 2019 (8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) @ College Avenue Student Center Room 
109 
 
Tuesday September 17, 2019  (8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) @ Livingston Student Center CLC 
 
Wednesday September 18, 2019  (8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) @ Douglass Student Center NJC 
Lounge 
 
Declaration of Intent Deadline 
 
OPEN: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 (10:00 a.m.) 
 
CLOSED: Thursday, September 19, 2019 (11:59 p.m.) 
 
Campaigning Period 
 
Begins: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 (10:00 a.m.) 
 
Ends: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 (11:59 p.m.) 
 
Election Period 
 
OPEN: Monday, September 30, 2018 (12:00 a.m.) 
 
CLOSED: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 (11:59 p.m.) (By means of a 24 hour extension) 
 
Appeals Submission Deadline 
 
Saturday, October 5, 2019 12:00 PM 
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Final Budget Reports 
 
Due Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at (12:00 p.m.) 
 
Final Refunds Receipts 
 
Due Tuesday, October 15, 2019 (12:00 p.m.) 
 
Announcement of Preliminary Results 
 
Due Friday, October 4, 2019 (11:59 p.m.) 
 
 

Remarks and Recommendations 
The process was mostly quick and efficient due to the predecessors and advisors knowing past 
procedure. The only obstacles and issues in hindsight can veritably be fixed and accounted for in 
the future. One glaring mistake was the DOI’s formation being done by an eboard member of 
RUSA, who was also running, thus in the future only Elections Committee members should be 
allowed to create the DOI and anything else elections related. Also, the Chair of the Elections 
Committee allowed a candidate to join despite submitting the DOI late. This caused issues in the 
creation of the ballot, and was reported by the chair to the Appeals Committee, which then 
resulted in disqualification of the candidate. Finally, it is recommended that these two changes be 
made in future elections: ranked order voting be allowed, and endorsements should have a set 
deadline which is at least 24-hours prior to the voting period. With these in mind, there are many 
great recommendations made by the Spring 2019 Elections Report which should also further be 
considered. 
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Appendix B - Ballot 

The first page is typed as such: 

“Hello fellow Scarlet Knight. 

 

Welcome to the Fall 2019 RUSA Elections. By voting today you are part of a long-standing 
tradition of student advocacy and governance. Your vote, along with thousands of others will 
decide who will represent you in the student government of Rutgers University -New Brunswick 
this year. Thank you for being a part of this tradition. 

Click on the "I" next to a candidate name to see the candidate's campaign statement. 

Please make sure to click the cast vote/submit button to ensure that your vote will be recorded 
and counted. 

For all elections information and endorsements, please use this link: http://bit.ly/rusaelection 

If you have any questions or see any issues please contact RUSA.Elections@gmail.com 

 

Yours in service, 

  

Ryed Jadun 

RUSA Elections Chair” 
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All Ballot Pages:
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Appendix C - Endorsements 
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Appendix D - Advertising 
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Appendix E - Financial Disclosure Sheets 
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